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Abstract

Starting from Becker’s seminal paper modelling the criminal choice, the way of conceiving criminal behaviours has drastically changed. In fact, criminal choice ceases to be viewed as determined by mental illness or bad attitudes, but it is considered on the basis of a maximization problem in which agents have to compare costs and benefits of legal and illegal activities considering the probability of being arrested and punished and the expected returns from crime. Criminal decision is an economic choice by rational agents. This study is an attempt to investigate the socioeconomic determinants of crime in Turkey for the time period 1995-2007, employing panel data analysis. The main contribution of the analysis is that this study employs provincial level panel data, which enable the researcher to investigate if there are any differences between provinces regarding the determinants of crime. Preliminary empirical evidence indicates that increases in income, government expenditures and schooling ratio tend to reduce the provincial crime rate, whereas an increase in fertility rate enhances it. 
* Corresponding author. Gazi University Department of Econometrics, Ankara-Turkey. Phone +90312 2161301. e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jyildir@hotmail.com" ��jyildir@hotmail.com�, julide@gazi.edu.tr








