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Abstract

  

The end of the international involvement in the war in Angola with the New York Accords in 1988 created an opportunity for peace. The state reform that followed and the model of elections in 1992 envisioned a “winner takes it all” solution. With presidential votes almost evenly divided in the 1992 election, the loosing party – UNITA – re-initiated the conflict. This would ensue a decade long process of fighting and negotiations involving detailed definition of power sharing of the state apparatus. The process had its climax with the short lived assumption of parliamentary positions by the opposition in 1998 which was followed by renewed fighting up until 2002. Only through the assassination of Jonas Savimbi, leader of the rebel UNITA, in a time where the organization was crumbling, could a final peace settlement be reached. 
The objective of the article is to analyse the negotiation process, specially in the period between 1988 and 1998. It starts with the Chester Crocker solution envisioned in the New York Accords and follows through a series of detailed negotiations in the following years between the government (MPLA) and rebel group (UNITA). 
It intends to determine to what extent could there have been a solution to end the rebellion and what were the key constrains on both sides to respond to the other's demands and reach a power sharing agreement. The analysis will be based on the factors of rebel profitability, fighting as a negotiation tool, the leaderships characteristic of each party and the particularities of the power sharing process. The hypothesis is that each party had a secure source of revenue (MPLA offshore oil and UNITA diamonds) which determine their claims based on an ethnic/regional identify (specially for UNITA). Specific leadership characteristics render acceptance of Luanda capital by Savimbi very unlikely and Dos Santos and MPLA leadership power sharing concessions not forthcoming. 
