Trends in global military expenditure

Sam Perlo-Freeman, Senior Researcher, SIPRI Military Expenditure & Arms Production Programme.

The latest SIPRI military expenditure data will be made available on June 8th. The SIPRI military expenditure database now provides consistent data spanning 21 years, from 1988-2008. This presentation will discuss some of the most important trends in military expenditure in recent years, including an overview of US military expenditure under the Bush administration. The interpretation and use of military expenditure data raises a number of problematic issues, especially when attempting to make international comparisons of military expenditure data. These problems relate both to the reliability and comprehensiveness of available data, and to the thorny question of how to convert different countries’ expenditure into a common currency in a meaningful way – something that depends on the purpose for which the data is to be used. These issues, and SIPRI’s approach to them, are also discussed.
