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Abstract

Defence reform in Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH), while critical for regional security, proved startling to large segments of the international community which had viewed it as a politically unviable and potentially destabilising process. Its motives remain poorly understood, however, as explanations related to budgetary sustainability take precedence over the political interests of BiH’s still largely ethno-nationalist political establishments. After discussing the series of events, interests and influences which allowed defence reform to emerge – and the reasons for which ethno-nationalists did not use it to discredit the state – the paper turns to a discussion of the economic reintegration of ‘redundant’ military personnel. A smooth political takeoff for defence reform faced, perhaps, even greater peril – not adequately addressed within the literature – as mass layoffs accompanied the unification of the country’s three ethnically-distinct militaries and two ministries of defence. As such, fostering livelihoods for ‘redundant’ military personnel was necessary for security and advantageous for economic development. This paper, which draws from interviews and surveys with more than 120 ‘downsized’ soldiers in BiH, will show that the provision of economic reintegration assistance proved fundamentally effective though missed several opportunities – by drawing upon a flawed implementation process and weak relation to the state – to better link economic growth with national and regional security. The achievement of economic growth, particularly in the case of individual livelihoods creation, can be solidified or undermined by the process through which it is pursued. The findings of this study have implications not only for elsewhere in the Balkans but also for military downsizing in other former Communist countries in the Caucasus and Central Asia.
Brief Bio
Steven A. Zyck is a Research Fellow at the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit (PRDU) at the University of York, UK. He specialises in multiple aspects of post-conflict recovery with a particular emphasis upon the relationship between reconstruction and stabilisation in Afghanistan, Central Asia, the Middle East and the Balkans. A Fulbright Scholar with professional experience at think tanks and international organisations around the world, his current research focuses upon the resolution of formalised and non-formalised institutions as well as ‘post-conflict masculinities’. Mr Zyck coordinates the Global Post-Conflict Recovery Network (GPCRN), is a member of the British government’s Fragile States Development Consortium (FSDC) and works with the Donor Committee for Enterprise Development (DCED) on their work in conflict-affected contexts.



















































PRDU     □    Name of Document Goes Here    □     Type of Document Goes Here     □     Page 2 of 1

